
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, March 4, 2015.  Present were Jerry 

D. Lawrence, Chairman; Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk; Eldon F. Moreira, Member. Also present was 

David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:02 p.m. in the Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Ms. Nancy Nevens, applicant for Antique’s license, One Horse Shay, 450 East Center Street 

Mr. Jim King, owner of 450 East Center Street 

Mr. Ed Donga of The Enterprise 

 

The Board reviewed an antique’s license application for One Horse Shay, 450 East Center Street. 

Ms. Nancy Nevens, owner, stated that she will be buying and selling, specializing in jewelry. She 

noted that she does make house calls and that she relies upon word-of-mouth to generate 

business. Ms. Nevens said her hours will be Sunday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

There was discussion regarding applying for outdoor display and keeping the property tidy. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to grant the antique license to One Horse Shay to be located at 450 East 

Center Street. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:08 p.m., Ms. Nevens and Mr. King left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed a list of individuals who had died in 2014 in order to determine to whom 

they should dedicate the 2014 Town Report. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to dedicate the 2014 Town Report to former Town Clerk Anna Brown, 

former Fire Chief Charlie Dyke and former Treasurer/Collector Betty Zamaitis and to be in 

memoriam for Robert Kellie, John Noyes, Ethel Moore, Wallace Engstrom, William Doane, 

Richard Adams, and Paul Chuilli, Jr. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the Annual Town Meeting Warrant and the Special Town 

Meeting Warrant. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the Annual Town Meeting Warrant at 12:00 p.m. on Friday, April 

3 and to close the Special Town Meeting Warrant at 12:00 p.m. on Friday, May 3. Seconded by 

Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed results from the Town Meeting Survey which showed that Monday at 7:00 

p.m. was the most preferred day and time for Town Meeting. The Board also reviewed general 

comments and concerns that were sent in with the survey responses. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to request that the school hold Surround Care on the night of Town 

Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to schedule Town Meeting for June 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. Seconded by 

Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 



 

At 7:18 p.m., Town Accountant Ann MacNaughton entered the room.  

 

Ms. MacNaughton presented budget 1350 Town Accountant. She said that the increases are only 

in the salary lines. She said that the KVS software will be updated but the Network 

Administration budget will absorb some of that cost. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that the clerical salaries increases are an increase over two years as a retroactive 

raise was incorporated in union negotiations. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1350 Town Accountant and forward it to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:22 p.m., Ms. MacNaughton left the room. At this time, Ms. Mary Graf, Elder Services 

Director, entered the room. 

 

Ms. Graf presented budget 5410 Council on Aging. She stated that the budget is level funded 

with few exceptions. She said that the increases are in the clerical salaries and that she decreased 

the electricity line as she has seen savings due to the use of the solar farm on North Main Street. 

 

Ms. Graf said that she expects some of her part time employees to retire and that she would not 

replace them. She said that she is instead hiring employees that are working more hours and are 

more qualified for outreach services. Ms. Graf said the result is the need to budget for higher 

salaries. She discussed the increase in services needed for seniors, especially for SHINE 

counseling. Ms. Graf said she is trying to streamline the department and provide services that the 

seniors really want, such as computer classes, exercise and outreach services. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the grants received by the Council on Aging. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 5410 Council on Aging and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Graf left the room at 7:39 p.m. At this time, Police Chief Donald Clark entered the room. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1965 Economic Development. He stated that the Commission is 

asking for a level-funded budget and that they are looking to partner with the Chamber of 

Commerce and develop relationships with businesses. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1965 Economic Development and forward to the 

Finance Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Police Chief Donald Clark presented budget 2100 Police Department. Chief Clark said that he is 

using historical data as a means to budget for the coming year. He said that he is short one 

patrolman due to the recent retirement of an officer. 

Chief Clark discussed promoting someone to the rank of sergeant. 

 



Chief Clark then presented budget 2920 Animal Control. Chief Clark said that there is a large 

increase for this budget due to a change in state law that mandates that towns be responsible for 

stray dogs for up to 10 days, including kenneling charges. He said the cost is $330 per dog so 

three dogs exhaust the entire budget. He said that money is recouped should an owner claim the 

dog, but the funds are returned to the General Fund so the budget cannot be replenished. 

 

Chairman Lawrence suggested establishing a revolving fund for this budget. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budgets 2100 Police Department and 2920 Animal Control 

and forward them to the Finance Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira discussed the changes to the Patrolman’s Union contract that resulted from contract 

negotiations. He said the union received a 2.5% salary increase effective July 1, 2014, a 3% 

increase effective July 1, 2015 and a 2.5% increase effective July 1, 2016. Mr. Moreira said in 

exchange, the Union agreed to reduce vacation time, personal days, sick days and sick time buy 

back for all new hires. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to ratify the Patrolman’s Union contract. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the Police Chief’s request to appoint retired police officer John Pettingill as 

a Special Police Officer.  Chairman Lawrence noted that Mr. Pettingill was the most senior 

officer in the department. Chief Clark said that Officer Pettingill will be someone from Town 

who they could rely upon to do good work. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Officer John Pettingill as a Special Police Officer. Seconded by 

Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a request for a potential police transfer. Chief Clark said he was requesting 

the Board to hold interviews for a transfer of a full time police officer from Abington Police 

Department and a transfer for a part time officer from Bridgewater. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to schedule the interviews for a full time and a part time police officer 

position. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of February 4, 2015. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:56 p.m., Chief Clark left the room. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the minutes of February 18, 2015. Seconded by Mrs. 

Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the job descriptions for Wiring Inspector, Assistant Wiring Inspector, 

Plumbing and Gas Inspector and Assistant Plumbing and Gas Inspector. Mr. Gagne said that the 



job descriptions for the primary inspectors require that individuals hold masters licenses in the 

respective fields. He said that both inspectors working for the Town have these licenses. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the job descriptions as presented. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:58 p.m., Forestry and Parks Superintendent Christopher Iannitelli entered the room. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Board approved raises for Police Chief Donald Clark and Lieutenant 

Victor Flaherty that were equal to what the Patrolman’s Union received. He said that those 

negotiations are finalized and that the Board needs to sign contract amendments for the two 

employees. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the contract amendments for Police Chief Donald Clark and 

Lieutenant Victor Flaherty outlining pay increases as agreed to in the Patrolman’s Union 

Contract. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Forestry and Parks Superintendent Christopher Iannitelli presented budget 2940 Public Property 

and Trees. He said that the only major increase is for an extra $2500 in maintenance for the 

F350. He said that the vehicle is 21 years old and needs a new transmission. Mr. Iannitelli said 

that he is requesting a replacement truck for Capital Budget but that in the event that fails, he has 

the money budgeted to repair the current vehicle. 

 

At 8:01 p.m., Mr. Forrest Broman, of 180 East Street, entered the room. 

 

Chairman Lawrence asked if this vehicle had been rebuilt previously. Mr. Iannitelli said that it 

was rebuilt five years ago. Mr. Moreira asked if the truck is used a lot. Mr. Iannitelli said that the 

truck is used every day but is no longer used for plowing. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked it the labor lines were all contractual. Mr. Iannitelli said that they were. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 2940 Public Property and Trees and forward to the 

Finance Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Lawrence urged that the Finance Committee consider the replacement of the truck as it 

seems there is a lot of money going into an older vehicle.  

 

Mr. Iannitelli then presented budget 4940 Tree Warden. He said it was level funded at $400. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 4940 Tree Warden and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Iannitelli left the room at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1510 Town Counsel. He said that this was level funded.  

 



Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 1510 Town Counsel and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 5430 Veterans. He said that clerical salaries will increase due to the 

union contract negotiations. Mr. Gagne said that additional veterans moved into town so the 

Veterans Benefits is increased to reflect that. He said the state does reimburse the town by 75% 

but that those funds go to the General Fund. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 5430 Veterans and forward to the Finance Committee. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Steve Hobbs, of 137 East Street, entered the room at 8:08 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1750 Planning Board. He said that they are requesting a level 

service budget. He said the budget will reflect the appropriate increases for the union employee. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 1750 Planning Board and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1850 Rent Control Budget. He said there were no increases 

requested. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1850 Rent Control Board and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1920 ADA Committee. He said there was no additional request. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1920 ADA Committee and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budgets 1945 Municipal Building Needs and 1955 CWRMP. He said that 

both budgets were level funded. Mr. Gagne noted that both budgets have a clerical position 

which may increase should the Board vote to increase their pay. 

 

At 8:11 p.m., Mr. Scott Cray, Cable Station Manager, and Mr. Ben Smith, Assistant Cable 

Station Manager, entered the room. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budgets 1945 Municipal Building Needs and 1955 CWRMP and 

to forward them to the Finance Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Scott Cray presented budget 1560 Cable TV Committee. He said that the town’s portion of 

the cable budget is minimal and pays for the taping of meetings. He said that should that be 

exhausted, the other part of the cable budget financed by Comcast can provide for those services 

as well. Mr. Cray reviewed the benefits received by Comcast through the town’s agreement with 

them. He said that they are expecting a $3000 increase for the upcoming year based on previous 



years’ increases. He said that much of that will go toward training for the new equipment in the 

new Middle/Senior High School as well as office furniture, engineering and professional 

services.  

 

Discussion continued regarding benefits to the cable station from MSBA funds as the new school 

is built. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 1560 Cable TV Committee and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Cray and Mr. Smith left the room at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Mr. Forrest Broman, of 180 East Street, and Mr. Steve Hobbs, of 137 East Street, discussed a 

wind turbine by-law and a composting by-law. Mr. Broman said they referred to Dartmouth’s 

by-law on wind turbines, made edits and are suggesting that this by-law be considered at Town 

Meeting. Mr. Broman said that the State already has very specific CMRs pertaining to 

composting. Mr. Hobbs said that there is no need for a by-law, but that local inspectors should be 

aware of the strict regulations. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the draft proposal of a wind turbine by-law and forward it to the 

By-Law Study Committee, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals, and to forward 

feedback to the By Law Study Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to forward the composting CMRs to the Building Inspector and the 

Health Inspector. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Discussion continued regarding making by-laws available electronically. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to request that the Town Clerk make the by-laws available online. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Broman asked if there was any update on the Master Plan revisions. Mr. Gagne said that the 

Board sent a formal request to the Planning Board requesting that they review the Master Plan 

from 2001 and update it to reflect current needs. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to send a follow up memo to the Planning Board asking for a joint 

meeting to develop an action plan on developing an updated Master Plan and administering it. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Broman asked about the Community Preservation Commission’s ruling on increasing the 

CPA tax. Mr. Gagne stated that the CPC did meet and that a letter detailing their vote would be 

forthcoming. 

 

There was brief discussion regarding the results of the Town Meeting Survey. 

 



At 8:36 p.m., Ms. Linda Simpson, Zoning Board of Appeals Secretary, entered the room. Mr. 

Broman and Mr. Hobbs left the room at this time. 
 

Ms. Linda Simpson, secretary for the Zoning Board of Appeals, presented budget 1760 Board of 

Appeals. She said that the clerical salaries line has increased by $1000. She said there is no way 

to predict how many hearings they will have. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to send a letter to the ZBA Chairman requesting regular submission of 

payroll. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1760 Board of Appeals and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Moreira discussed the high number of hydrants still 

buried in snow.  The Board agreed to hold a meeting with the Fire Department, Water 

Commissioners, and Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent. The Board also agreed 

to look into establishing a by-law that would require homeowners to shovel out hydrants near 

their homes. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board on the EDSAT presentation. He said that due to scheduling 

conflicts with the representatives at Northeastern University, the previous date selected is no 

longer available. He said the presentation will now be on April 21 at the Howard School at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

Chairman Lawrence discussed being a smart 911 community which would decipher calls from 

land lines and cell phones and direct them to the local department to save time in emergency 

situations. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board on the Center of Town Project. He said that the Board requested to 

install black traffic lights instead of traditional aluminum lights. Mr. Gagne said that upgrade has 

been approved at no additional cost to the Town. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED that Chairman Lawrence work with the Town Administrator to develop a 

public service messaging policy and/or guidelines for billboards. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

At 8:54 p.m., the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL, Chapter 

30A, Section 21(a)  Exception 2 to conduct contract negotiations with non-union personnel, 

specifically contract negotiations with the Town Accountant, Elder Services Director, Police 

Chief and Forestry Superintendent. Open Session will not reconvene. Roll call vote showed: 

Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

 

______________________ 

Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk 

 



 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 
 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet – March 4, 2015 

 

 Budgets 1350 Town Accountant, 5410 Council on Aging, 2100 Police Department, 2920 Animal 

Control, 2940 Public Property Trees, 4940 Tree Warden, 1965 Economic Development, 1510 

Town Counsel, 5430 Veterans, 1560 Cable TV Committee, 1750 Planning Board, 1760 Board of 

Appeals, 1850 Rent Control Board, 1920 ADA Committee, 1945 Municipal Building Needs, 1955 

CWRMP 

 Antique License application – One Horse Shay, 450 East Center Street 

 Summary of agreement with Patrolman’s Association 

 Letter of request from Police Chief to appoint John Pettingill as Special Police Officer 

 List of deaths for Town Report dedication 

 Town Meeting Survey report 

 Minutes of February 4, 2015 and February 18, 2015 

 Job Descriptions for: Wiring Inspector, Assistant Wiring Inspector, Plumbing and Gas Inspector 

and Assistant Plumbing and Gas Inspector 

 Amendment to Employee Agreement: Police Chief Contract 

 Amendment to Employee Agreement: Lieutenant Flaherty’s Contract 

 Email regarding the EDSAT presentation with Northeastern University 

 Reverse 911 call 

 Information on Center of Town traffic light specifications 


